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MISSION OF THE CHURCH. 

BY W. M. FERNALD. 

( Concfusson. | 

Now, with aM these influences of a 
terror of the Divine Justice, a distorted 
exhibition of the Infinite Love, the asser- 
tian of the supernatural element in the 
vernment the world, the truth of 
immortality, and the idea of an inspiration 
direct from the heavenly world, the church 
has performed a mission for mankind, 
which, if lost, wonld impoverish it beyond 
all calculation. Even thongh the evils 
which it has indicted be quite in balance 
with the good, yet we could not afford to 
lose the good; and such has been the 
connection of things, that we could not 
have hid the good without the evil.— 
Christianity has blessed civilization more 
than it has cansed it. There should 
have been no church, by truthfulest op- 
erations, of any outward institutional au- 
thonty ; no priesthood, and no Bible, in 
the church's sense; any more than the 
philosophy of Bacon should have had an 
institution, a. priesthood, and an authority, 
for the establishment of the truths which 
he revealed, and an intellectual salvation 
by them. Jesus tanght higher truth, in- 
asmuch as it was moral and spiritual; but 
it should have been left to as free a 
course, and to such a ministry, as intel- 
lectual trnth has ever had for its promal- 
ation in the world. The nations would 
Fave canght it np, and it would have per- 
meated haman mind, irresistibly and nat- 
arally. How much Christianity has lost 
by the charch, it were discouraging to 
contemplate. The Bible alone, in its an- 
thoritative character, has fettered the hu- 
man understanding more than all things 
else which Christian truth has had to con- 
tend with. It ought never to have been 
collected into the formidable volume 
which it is. We can revere and venerate 
its truthful contenta, and we could have 
bad the same life of Christ, pare and 
beantiful, had no New Testament ever 
been pat mto our hands. Such a history 
could never be lost; and the very fact 
that would then have existed, of a c2pa- 


| eity in human nature to rise to that sub- 
| Innity, would have implanted nobler ideas 
| of humanity, and higher encouragements, 
| than ever have, or ever could come, from 


understandingly, that Christ was God, or 
an exception to any laws of human life. 


making of religion to consist in marvels, 
and, in the least of all that is natural, to 
the sacrifice of great world interests,— 
Such has been the result of this abuse of 
Christianity, this Bibleism, and priest- 
hood, with all the great and glorious 
deeds they have accomplished. 

But, not being able to secure the good 
without the evil, the church, after all, 
has done the best that could be, and has 
stood out the grectest light in the world. 
Greater lights, however, have now arisen, 
and the church has grown dark by a wall 


round about it. Human miseries, crimes, 
ignorance,—the evils of poverty, oppres- 
sion, obstruction of natural development, 
—these are enlisting the attention of men 
which the church knows not how to man- 
age, except to hold the rod of terror over 
a rebellious nature, and with its general 
sanctity, derived from the inspirations of 
the past, maintain a general reverance for 
the sacred and the true. 

The church's mission now seems to be 
to hold on to what is good and true of 
the past, and see that nothing be lost. 
All its advances tend to unchurch it en- 
tirely. The more humane it becomes, 
the more rational and natural ; the more 
divested of formalism and authority, the 
less and less does it present us with the 
age-lasting idea of a church. And pre- 
cisely in. proportion as the church per- 
ishes, Christianity flourishes. The church 
does not advance public opinion, but tends 
in some very good measure to hold it, as 
the great world rolls up its truths out of 
a rising and progressing nature. We 
must not be unjust to the church. It 
has been, in the past, the depos:tory of 
the world's highest truth; and in its 
present lingering condition it imbibes, 
very gradually, the spirit of Christianity 
from the world. Its own Christianity is 
fossilized and fixed. It certainly is, in 
the wry and in practice, It trusts to the 
continual presentation of a past example 


of fire, which has grown up and circled | 


! 
| 
| 
| 


to individual souls, It knows or reflects 
upon nothing of the natural causes which 


| conspired to develope that past example ; 


| sin, misery, and human selfishness, 


and it deals very little with the causes of 
It 


preaches effects—tells what men ought 


| to be, and will be, when the causes of 


social suffering are removed, but it can- 


| not tell how to arrive at a state so desira- 
Mystification, idolatry, scepticism, the | 


ble, for that is a problem for the great 
world to solve by the pressing experience 
of its natural aud reasonable wants. It 
is not possible to attribute the great hu- 
manitary and social movement every 
where springing out from the masses, and 
from the most considerate of inen, to the 
Christianity of the church, for the church 
is always first to raise the alarm at any 
encroachments of reform which promises 
to build up, outside of the church, a 
kingdom of righteousness and freedom, 
That this is so, is not so much to beat- 
tributed to the depravity and stupidity of 
individual men, or to any real hostility to 
hu:uan good, as to those interests which 
are felt to be endangered by a movement 
which threatens ancient institutions, and 
an order of living which must certainly 
be broken in upon by the prevalence of 
reason and the principles of nature.— 
Nothing is seen to be more inevitable 
than much temporary bewilderment to the 
stalled priesthood, and all its plans for 
sectarian power and extension, than such 
a success to free inquiry and world-wide 
rationality and reform, I implicate not 
human nature, for the truth is, men can- 
not act out their own nature, trammeled 
up by these artificial dependencies, And 
the truth is, also, that they know not how 
much they are blinded and perverted by 
the power of habit and the necessities 
and securities of present positions, No 
doubt, thousands this day would change 
their occupations, but they cannot. 

That the church's mission, this day, is 
rather to hold on to what is good in the 
past, than to adrance to new ideas and 
principles of social elevation, may be 
secn by areference to its treatment of 
intellectual truth, as it starts up in new 
forms and modifications, ]t looks witha 
particularly jealous eye on all discoveries 
which tend to enlarge our conceptions of 
of Nature, and to account for the origin 
and progress of things by the operations 
of natural law, Astronomy, geology, 
physical science in general, reveal many 
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from the church, for its work chiefly is to indisputable, that. no one man ever yet 


principles which have heretofore been 
coneealed by the chimerical suppositions 
of artificial theology. And itis unques- 
tionable, were these principles introduced 
into the teachings of the ‘church, and 


I 
| 
| 
| 


made the themes of reiterated pulpit in- | 


struction, instead of the stale homilies 
and centuries-old repetitions of the say- 
ings of Jewish and Christian men, the 
world would be more enlightened and 
practically benetitted, than it ever can be 
by the textual sermonizing which now 
occupies the dull ear of Christendom. 
But the habitual introduction of natural 
law into the pulpit would soon undermine 
the whole fabric of the popular theology. 
The clergy, themselves, do not perhaps 
generally act under this persuasion, for 
they are so attached by habit to the past, 
and to the fragmentary collections of re- 
ligious history, and so limited in their 
ideas of the Divine operations, that they 
conscientiously, in most cases, feel the 
importance of discarding, generally, from 
their teachings, the most natural and phi- 
losophical of truths. They see God, 
most specially, where He is not at all— 
in miracles and special acts which involve 
&n entire disconnection from the great 
system of cause and effect which operates 
in harmony throughout the Universe.— 
Hence it is, that whenever science pro- 
claims her most high and glorious truths, 
such as point to a grand and unitary sys- 
tem from centre to circumference of uni- 
versal being, the church takes the alarm: 
and her old records are threatened, and 
her specialities endangered, and what 
sone ul tis boldest and most original 
men have ever said, seems to have in it a 
confirmation and an enc. urarement, The 
church will give into these truths when 
the force of public opinion compels it to; 
or in other words, when highest science 
becomes popular. But as science, in its 
fractionary state, never has reached the 
highest point of central and spiritual 
truth, it is providential, undoubtedly, that 
the church should operate as a check 
upon too gross materialism, and hold back 
to the last inch of a distincter and more 
personal faith in God. [t is the conser- 
vative power in the world's great progress 
to rationality and freedom. ‘This is not 
saying that it does not most egregiously 
abuse its mission, or indeed, that its mis- 
sion is pot well nigh accomplished; but 
it does hold on to the past, and to the 
.good and true that is in it; and its old 
temples and steeples look down upon us, 
seeming to say,—Oh, World! we have 
the spiritual portion of the God of Nature, 
and you the natural. When you become 
spiritual, and we natural, we will com- 
mand our worshippers to kneel in the 
great temple of the universe, and worship 
in every science, and you shall occupy 
our altars, and we will mingle a common 
incense to the Universal Being. 

Again, who is it that looks up the 
sorest plague-spots on our complicated 
and suffering Christian society? Now 
and then we hear from our city reports 
and statistics, of the increase of crime 
and poverty, and a neglect and abandon- 
ment of human beings, which startle us 
from our civilized lethergy withan appeal 
to the heart's depths. Whence is it that 
these attentions chiefly emanate? Not 
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preach repentance and the remission of 
sins, through the example, or sufferings, 
or labors, or death, of a man who was 
murdered for his radical ideas eighteen 
hundred years ago. This, to be sure, :s 
holdinz on in some measure to good 
things that have past—is supporting the 
majesty of highest virtue, and with some 
general influence on the morals and sym- 
pathies of mankind. 

Now, therefore, the mission of the 
church, at this day, seems to be just this, 
and nothing more :—To hold on to an- 
cient documents; to minister to a fash- 
ionable society in supplying the holiest 
wants of human nature in the recognition 
of God, and Heaven, and spiritual influ- 
ences constantly emanating thence; to 
preserve the idea of higher operations 
than any connected with visible Nature; 
and to be, in fact, the most corrupted ark 
of the Lord. And this is an honor which 
cannot be bestowed upon any other insti- 
tution or movement, of anything like its 
influence or extent. It is a great world- 
flame of heavenly light, flashing and lan- 
guishing amid the dense smoke of black- 
est abomination, The great reform move- 
ments of our age have not got the deep 
spiritual light of the church, and they 
have not got its corruption. They have 
humanity, and that is better than religious 
formalism. There is a necessity for the 
preservation of God's peculiar spirit, 
which is above nature, above all that is 
visible, and all that operates in the hearts 
of holiest and noblest men. And it is the 
church’s mission to preserve this idea. 
Theologians have told us that God chose 
the Jewish people, not for their goodness 
or purity, but for their wickedness, that 
He might manifest His power more con- 
spicuously, and preserve among them the 
living idea of His nearest presence.— 
Perhaps it did happen so. At any rate, 
the Christian church seems to be some- 
how similarly situated; for amidst an al- 
most universal corruption of ideas and 
grossest humanitary neglect, it has yet 
this attractive Shekinah, tlashing out from 
between the cherubim or the apology for 
a mercy-seat; and it is the truth there is 
in this that endears it to millions who 
know no other enclosure and see no other 
sanctity. Then we pray that the church 
may stand so long as a single holy intlu- 
ence may emanate from it, which cannot 
be found at any other sources. And we 
know that humanity is slow to part with 
its idols, and cannot live without its God 
and its Mediators. We who have es- 
caped the general corrupt on, and risen to 
highest positions, still have our mediators 
in the bright angele host of innumerable 
spirits, who fill the whole space between 
us and the Divine Centre ; and while the 
truth compels us to declare against the 
falsities of the church, it also compels us 
to venerate its dignity and acknowledge 
and tolerato its powerful and glorious 
mission, 

The church, proper, is not an institu- 
tion, but a community of mind, We, 
then, may have purer and holier retreats, 
lesser assemblages, freer and more joyous 
contemplations, and more natural princi- 
ples, and thus constitute a truer churoh, 
and even get beyond Christianity, for it is 


declared the w hole truth; and Christ par- 
took of some of the grossest errors of his 
times. Why should we cleave to person- 
al names? When a man once gets fairly 
into the universe, to the centre and core 
of things, both Jesus and Judes, and all 
persons, vanish from the sublimity cf that 
central contemplation. 

In the true state of society, there will 
be church, and world, and revelation, and 
priesthood. There will be heaven and 
eirth united. What need we more ? 
No golden truths can be higher or dearer 
than those which heaven's ministering 
angels are ever ready to impart to a pari- 
fied humanity ; and nothing can hasten 
humanity to that state of free and con- 
scious recaptivity so much as a well de- 
veloped nature, and that divine order 
which must reign among human beings 
to put them in the highest communion 
and similitude with the kingdom above. 
Bet the church, as yet, knows scarcely 
anything of this; and it is that higher 
Christianity, that more than Christianity, 
which is outside of the church and above 
all the Scriptures of the chureh—yes, it 
is this which must begin in feebleness, 
yet with great power, to sound a higher 
theme of glory and salvation for poor, 
disunited humanity, than has ever yet 
echoed from vaulted arch or gilded altar, 
from `t. Peter to the present day. 

Preserve, Oh, ve hallowed remains, the 
very oldest fires that have ever burned 
upon the altars of Egyptian temple or of 
Hebrew worship, and let not a ray of that 
divine truth which has emanated from 
heaven on the darkened souls of seer 
and prophet, perish from your keeping. 
This is your mission. And they whose 
mission it is to do this, must necessarily 
live in corruption, and walk among the 
tombs and ashes of the past. The stream 
which takes its rise at such immense dis- 
tance, must bear on upon its surface the 
drift and wreck of the olden time. But 
tell us not that all our highest influ- 
ences, at this day, come down to us from 
such sources. Tell us not that we live 
only in Christ. Tell us not that we are 
civilized by any one philanthropist, spic- 
itual man, or prophet. For we know 
better. We know that Nature, ever pro- 
gressive, is always producing Messiahs 
and prophets ; and the surrounding heav- 
ens are everlastingly intent upon. human 
direction, elevation, and deliverance.— 
The chureh cannot save the world. Alas, 
the world must save the chureh! and the 
all-powerful spirit of humanity must pen- 
etrate to its hoary altars, and christen it 
in the name of the Father and of all his 
children. And we will dispense with the 
priesthood, the law, and the four gospels, 
for that one Gospel which embraces the 
whole, of gladdest tidings that ever sound- 
ed from the eternal heavens—the univer- 
sal association of all human interests, the 
unity of man with man, of man with na- 
ture, and of all with heaven and with 
God, 

Gradually, and by very slow degrees, 
the church gets impregnated with the 
rising truths of the age. It imbibes of 
the spirit of human liberty, peace, tem 
perance, humanity to criminals, physical 
improvements, and national and social 


$ 


- - co tine ae 
RE hoe commen eee Cees ER Ee Ne 


ere — - >~ 2 Ba 


Wann d gener DU pertinna a very 
inportant ande n bolting a portion at 
thi apirit in the moat anviont and mis 
moved camiavatian MC errantes. no 
awat wen, bat it anvo tho waril to 
sse vs in aame degrees, what ita je 
ett, under Diovidonva amw eenstantly 
Wut slowly develepmr and dt holds the 
Hat over Arran amd. xmperstitien, anal 
Prevents, perhaps a2 inel wiehednesa aa 
it eanas, Leta give thanka Rira gins 
eios dispensatio every w hom diseoven 
Me in the whelenesis and Atality at tinga, 
Rwan eye to diseerm, and a taith to anp» 
port and eneonrmm js wn donno and 
wnivemal puyria And, net an St 
Paron nr on any man, bat only on God ot 
Nature om this Rook shall we build our 
Chmvh and World i Ona and tho gates 
e£ hell &hall not prevail ayminst it, 
Crem ity Mass, Jan d, IM, 
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VUNHAPPINQS PORTY VRARE AGO, 


May Sunderland, — Hey a eonatant 
newer et the S pnt Worll" and avom 
Your cola ate opon to tuth, although 
that tuth, in sme pointa, may be inox 
plieable, T propose to give vou the rela 
ton of a mysterious. ovonnvnco whieh 
took place more than Rorty yona ago: 

Te was on à vory beautiful Ootober eve- 
mings Phe moon waa at hor filly while 
there was not a cloud to otecure the 
brightess, tar breath ot wind to distard 
the atitinoss af the might, We had, (fur 
atua, twv sisters elder than myselts and a 
youre man red by uy father) been on 
a Vixit ta Ree oup yomg cowan, We 
had returned hume late, about the hour et 
eleven, and the wat af the Amily being 
Maloo we seated eumelves mund the 
fow remaining voal on the. hearths but 
M enr cool, we porum a piece at 
$8 witeh wood," aa it ia ealled in that Stata, 
Maine) Whieh avon mada à coutdrtable 

re and Deuliant laght Weehatted some 
thirty nnuates, when T proposed to ny 
yomg eene, de. mele fe enn Munk 

win that moment, all our volees, ar i hy 
SOND eonsent, Were anapanda tr à few 
aoounda, when the stillness was. dikon 
by a rap on the lange tlre shovel. that ros 
elmed on the brick work within one fot 
of where l waa seated, At that imitant 
all eyes were turned to see what waa the 
Pave, When another, alittle lower down 
the handle, aneoweded, and another, still 
lower down, till there had been. seven: 
teen, the last being low down the blado, 
an seemed to cease tho rinsing in the 
diatanwe below the hearth here waa 
Wot a Wont uttered hy one at us, Nom the 
ewnneneement till the eloxe et the ring 
img, for ao aC ahoult praporly be called 
At was net hike the sound produced by the 
addon eentaet af two pewa ot metal at 
west an ether bodies 1 but aa cloar and ar 
Youd aa that of a conmon clook bell. 
Now the ahovel was at rest at (wo ditler- 
ent. point», whieh eavaad va to wonder, 
for wv tried to produce the aama iuda 
jo various waya, but could not The 


gt 


tinging seemed, aa nearly aa T ean des 
monde, to bo spontaneous, ar to joel 
Avm tho mtorr ot tho ahowoly and the 
erwt onler ot tho porodio timoa waa 
peoworved Aom tho begin to the end, 
wineh eontined, aa near as toan remon 
bon Awn tuent to twenty: ve seconda, 
Ve toy te es am nnoarthly aonnd, Wat d 
waa net Myhtod, Pho aame vould not 
be aail of my two mister ml when, at 
the expiration of the sounds, T turned. to 
the young many to aak iP ho had ever 
hoanl the Like betine, T doeovered a avs 
Joumity had come over him, Pho ques 
tion was put to oach ot ua in turn, by the 
author, how many rape” thoro were, 
when Wo dixeovered that all had eounted 
alike, though mentally, Now, the eer 
tainty that no veable agent eould be the 
vaman, ax the shovel was atationary at the 
tine, and not touched by either of na, or 
by any one, and that the amo sounds 
eeuld not possibly be made by any known 
lawa, and that there eould not posully be 
any Collusion, the. mom baing perteetly 
flee tho any commotion, while there was 
a very otoan light, places the aubjeot do» 
vend human sojgaedty to acconnt An 1 
iava related the tieta to many during my 
Wa No one has ever given mo a aatia» 
Nreotory soluti, 1 have ever desine to 
have an dideratandingy, er an explanation 
at the matter, Ub the lato myatoriona des 
mensttiens, at. Rochester, Boston, and 
elaowhory da not explain it, 0 Know of 
Wothing that everean,— Rut very probably 
thoy da Phat apwita have returned to 
eur spheres those who have enee dwelt in 
olay teuenments" ds demensteted, d 
Y 
think, beyond a doubt, "Phat tho great 
gult whieh has, in eur paat thoughts, aep- 
abated tho two spheres, i now pasaahle, 
wo That apirita in doth can commino tos 
gether, eectainly, i8 chooring Rut thow 
WY anme things eenmmeeted with this suh 
Jon that appa aa yet, to bo shoouded 
in deep nyatos Why spirits. should 
desine to har those here who have never 
harmed them when in the body, i3 hand 
ty bo aeeeuanted for, unless wo consider 
thom as not having pragressed beyond tho 
WtLAVotions of terrestrial unm doing 
imbued with evil atleetiets, tho result ot 
eivwistantial or educational necessity, 
WW we admit that the aame diversity of 
dispositions exista in the next, aa in eur 
OW sphewe, se. beu evil, thon we 
have a Key to unlook the mystery, It 
aa we look fr à pongressian at the good 
whieh wall be eternal, the question arises, 
Where will be the end of evil! Thro 
ave aoe questions L hope to see answered 
in your thinne pages How shall we 
adoount dfe. Swedeuborg'a: "insane apus 
Wane Does. phienelogieal organism 
abot apirita in the nost sphere? N TR 
aak these questions, ix, they ame aton age 
itato m eur euele, We are diseussing 
the andject af the late demonstrations at 
apirita m various placer m the United 
Nodes We are led to believe the prse 
ONE ThE mat interesting ponot at the 
worlds history, An era, when payros 
laivat avionea especially, will be undid 
edo our view aaant never has been xinee 
the commencementat the mea An et 
fevtual door i$ opened to the present gens 
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evation,— A vast fleld (or the. Spiritua 
Philosopher to muevoyy Hoa VERB Vo. 
Roe it We ainoorely hope. that truth, 
eternal path, roveatod: Aom the apit 
land, will ever bo ita touting atan, that it 
may gm torth to earth bon ghtod anor aa 
«hap that burneth,™ 
Yoma, rerpootthtly, 
MRNA MIN ANDAR Wa, 
Kinh, O, Dos V, 1899, 
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MYNPRMRIOUS RAPIPINGE, 


My Miton - Your veris pendent of 
W'ediesday list, on the aubjoot of "Mys- 
torona Rapping,” exhibits nnch eandor 
in adusta hus inability to account fr 
the sounds ; and what he says about tho 
wn iequene y of responses to test questions 
i deeidedly tue, acconling to my own 
experienee, mul this. fet has sometimes 
tempted me to dovido that thy whole waa 
a Que p but the ineunt eC evidence that 
anch questions have ellen. been eorreetly 
woswered, leads one to dnquie it they 
Would not always be answered, i it were 
pooper and expedient? It de offen avid 
That all great truth ave gradually devel 
eped, and that there. da moro ment in a 
bohet founded on the exeieise of ronson 
than on ene. eed upon us by anmo ae 
Tounding manifestation that loaver no 
won to doubt, Phere common observe. 
tana may be applieable in this caro, M 
way be possible that itia better for us to 
come mere. madually to à convietion ef 
Ihe tuth af thease mysteries, it they are 
in thet what they pipon to bes and it 
may bo wua ton that our minde aro to 
wider a preparation Ar Qutler and still 
mere astenishinjr revelations, That coms 
muanieatiens Nvm the spirit world. have 
been predicted by the. füiesight. of one 
whose mind haa been inspired. in some 
Way With awonderthtly poophetio Knowl 
ede et many things, (var the idea ot 
a jrepsratien. to. ieeetve thom, and, with 
my, addenda wann to believe in their 
waly L refor now to Andiew J, Davies 
Prphetio declarations, mado while in that 
mdueed state in which he evinees a cus 
Wot Knowledge of all setenees and hins 
PUA, AR perteet, indeed, as (hough he 
* spent a hitimo in the acquisition ot 
each separately, and, which, in lia normal 
atata he does not esses, In auch a 
state ho poesdieted, or rather spake of an 
eighth and ninth planet, the eighth having 
aine been discovered by Levernery and 
he spoke af the diamagnetic eurment some 
tae botre TPootossar imda demons 
St Den af tho fet ot anch a current = 
Anl an, tog when apoakmy of spirits, he 
distinetly stated that they wow capable 
of commenting with those anll hin 
in tho body ; and “that thua tuth will 
ere long present itself in the fn of a 
living demonstration” Now, l do not 
intend to arguo this question that ie uns 
NEOORAALY à hw V thu at well Sto heop 
it botine the. people” that many strange 
thing are daily tahing plavo sonona 
enough to demand. the attontion of the 
serius, and eurieus enough to awrite that 
af the wonder lov ims 

Your eoreespendent makar some gratus 
itous mwaka abont Ma Sunderland 
making monay out ot these mppinga—aa 
muah even, as ten or twelve Ais per 
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day. Iam able to say, for a verity, that 
this is a very great miscaleulation, and 
that thus far his receipts have fallen. far 
short of the expenses incurred in affording 
this opportunity to the public of witness- 
ing these mysterious manifestations, In 
order to give us this privilege, an inerease 
of domestics is required. Mrs. Cooper, 
the medium, has a young child requiring 
attention, and a nurse must be retained 
on that account. Still her time is so 
much taken up between the sittings, and 
the discharge of those parental duties the 
nurse eannot perform, that she finds none 
lett for her common needle-work, and this 
has to be done abroad. Extra fires are 
made for the comfort of guests, and many 
other expenses are incurred. 

Iu regard to the amount of money re- 
ceived, I know there is great liability to 
be mistaken, To judge from the number 
present at each sitting, your correspond- 
ent’s calculation would be fair, providing 
all paid. But Lam satisfied that not more 
than one in cight do so; and I have been 

resent when there was a goodly number 
in attendance, and not one cent was re- 
ceived; and often when the room was 
filled, not more than two or three paid. 
Three dollars was the sum total for one 
entire week. E have known two individ- 
uals to apply for admission, and admit 
their poverty and inability to pay, but 
they were cheerfully welcomed. The 
truth is, the greatest part of each compa- 
ny come by invitation. They may have 
paid once, but when one does not reccive 
satisfactory responses at the first sitting, 
he is almost invariably invited to attend 
again without expense. 

I conclude, therefore, that the charge 
of one dollar, though it seems too much, 
does not, in the way things occur there, 
afford anything like an adequate compen- 
sation for the time, labor, and increased 
expenses, 

The sittings and responses are found 
to be most satisfactory in a small compa- 
ny, or otherwise I should. think Mr. Sun- 
derland would do better and receive more, 
to diminish the price one half; but should 
he do so, the number who would attend 
would fiad themselves too often without 
time to receive any responses, for it must 
be admitted that the spirits (if it be they,) 
have adopted a slow mode of communica- 
tion. 

These remarks show that I am some- 
what in the habit of witnessing these 
mysterious scenes. [tis true; and I am 
frequently receiving new and startling 
developments,—and should your columns 
remain open to communications on this 


subject, I may disclose some of them 
through that medium. Further investi- 


gations, I hope, too, will enable me to 
theorize on the matter, but at present it is 
not required. When the public have 
been presented with more facts, and have 
more generally learned to believe these 
thinzs within the range of possibilities, 
then will be the time to speak of the 
manner, the object, the cui bono, and oth- 
cr things appertaining to its effect on hu- 
man society. 

I am pleased to know that the subject 
is gaining public attention; that many 
individuals of rank and respectability 
have exhibited both a desire and design 


to investigate, and that some such have 
already established a firm belief in its 
reality. B. 


— Boston Post, Dec. 21, 1850. 
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EDITORIAL. | 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, JAN. 11, IS51. 


SPIRITUAL ASSISTANCE. 

We have become conscious of assistance 
from the Spirit World, in so many different 
ways, that when we think of it, or attempt 
to speak ef it, we scarcely know what to 
say. For what we might be able to explain 
to a cirele of congenial minds, is one thing; 
and what it might be advisable to say in 
the columns of this paper, may be a very 
different matter. 

In all the communications made to me, 
directly or indirectly, audibly or by spiritu- 
al influx, I have never yet been commanded. 
or threatened. Instructed and advised I 
have been. Attracted by what I believe to 
be superior goodness and knowledge, it 
has constituted my heaven to follow where 
Intelligencies, which I knew to be above 
me, have seemed disposed to lead. 

My dear friends in this external world, 
I know, who are scattered abroad, are de- 
sirous of hearing from my own lips an ac- 
count of the changes which the privileges 
vouchsafed to me have produced in my own 
mind. Happy, indeed, should I be to grat- 
ify them more in detail than may be mani- 
fest from the columns of this paper, were 
it possible to do so. 

How has it been with most of our read- 
ers? What changes has the reading of 
this paper brought about in yourown mind? 
Compare your present aspirations for pro- 
gression in goodness and truth, with what 
you hoped fora few years ago? Can you 
perceive no diference? Are you no more 
a Max or a Woman, now, than twenty 
years ago? „Do you perceive no advance- 
ment? And has the reading of this paper 
afforded no nutriment for hope? If these 
columns had been the means merely of 
calling your attention to the writings of 
Swedenborg, Andrew J. Davis, or Theo- 
dore Parker, which you have read with so 
much delight; orif you had, by reading 
our account of communications from the 
Spirit World, merely had your mind more 
impressed with a sense of the nearness of 
your future home, it would be a benefit 
more precious than silver or gold. 

Again, contemplate your present feelings 
Compare them with 
your views a few years ago. “All your 
life time " has been one scene of bondage, 
through the fear of. death, but from which 
your present knowledge of the Spirit World 
is beginning to redeem you. O! how 


in view of death. 


often have the blessed angels said to me, 
in effect :—You need not, will not, suffer 
what we did, in view of death. What 
fears! What misgivings of hope! What 
dread of that “undiscovered land!"— 
What anxiety as to our state after death! 
What conflicts! Yea, we suffered a thous- 
and deaths in fearing one! But from most, 
or all, of these distressing fears, it is yours 
to be now freed. Here we are, the spirits 
of your children, brothers, sisters, husbands, 
wives, parents, children 
peaceful, and happy! Having reached the 
promised land, we now know more of the 
Divine, more of Nature, more of man's 
origin and true destiny; and now we 
see that it was for the want of this knowl- 
edge that we suffered so much in view of 
death. 

* Our message to you, mortals, is one of 
goodness and truth. We love you, watch 
over you, and do you all the good of which 
your forms are receptive, and we have the 
capacity to render." 

Now, does the reader ask how such mes- 
sages, coming from the Spirit World, ought 
to affect a human mind? Can you imagine 
how they would affect you? 

——— 

* DovnariNG."—' This is, as we know by 
experience, not a very agreeable state of 
mind. It is only when the spirit is per- 
fectly satisfied that we become peaceful 
and happy. 

But we are asked, why all the evidence 
necessary to produce conviction may not 
be realized at once? 


all, conscious, 


Why this slow pro- 
cess of acquiring knowledge? Why com- 
pelled to wait so long? Perhaps, for a 
similar reason, that you are “ compelled " 
to pass through a state of childhood, then a 
state of youth, and so to continue years of 
toil before you arrive at the maturity of 
manhood. Why may not all comprehend 
the science of music, or mathematics, 
without years of study? Why, rather, 
should we have to grow at all? Why 
not be all that we ever can be, at once, 
so that there shall be no room left for pro- 
gression ? 

Strictly speaking, man is no more blame- 
worthy for doubting, than he is for his 
want of natural sight. Can one walk with- 
out feet? So, to believe, we must: have 
the facuity of faith, and the appropriate 
amount of evidence. We say appropriate, 
for that amount of evidence which would 
be sufficient for one person, would not sat- 
isfy another. Now, are we to suppose that 
this difference in the cepacity for believing 
isa virtue? If so, how does it appear to 
be any more of a virtue on one side, than 
on the other? "Why is it not, really, as 
meritorious in one to doubt, as it is in an- 
other to believe? ` 


THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


“Tue Smaxens.’’—In one of the early 
nuinbers of our first volume we had occa- 
sion to allude to this sect of Christians. 
We meant nothing disrespectful, at all; but 
as we learn that some of them think we did 
them injustice, we are willing to take back 
all we said in allusion.to them. As we are 
conscious of the kindest feelings towards 
all, we could not utter a word of any scct, 
which might justly be construed into an 
act of uncharitable censure 


First Votume Bounn.—We have the 
first volume (Spiritual Philosopher) bound, 
which may be had at this office. 
$1.25. 


Price, 


Questions ANswERED.—We are in the 
constant receipt of letters of enquiry in re- 
spect to the laws of the Spirit World. 
Answers may be found to these questions 
in our first volume. All our subscribers 
should procure and read it. For five dol- 
lars, postage paid, we will send ten com- 
plete copies of the first volume. 


Promises FurriLLED.—We have before 
alluded to promises made to usin behalf of 
persons who had been entranced in our 
Lectures on Pathetisn ; and whom we 
were disposed to own as “spiritual chil- 
dren." We are now happy in being able 
to announce that those promises of audible 
spiritual manifestations have, in quite a 
number of instances, been literally filfilled. 
There are three or four cases in this city, 
besides the family of Mr. A. B. Case. § And, 
in our present number, letters will be found 
from two others, Mr. Cheney and Mr. 
Cooley. 


* Bosros HARMONIAL AssociATION."— 
The friends of the Harmonial and Spiritual 
Philosophy, in this city, have formed them- 
selves into a Society, with the above name, 
and have lectures every Sunday afternoon, 
by W. M. Fernald, at Washingtonian Hall, 
21 Bromfield street. We give two articles 
of the Constitution of said Association, in 
order that our friends may see its nature 
and object: 


Art. 9. The objects of this Association 
. shall be to promote Harmony among all its 
members, and all whom it may influence, 
in all their relations— in their individual, 
social, spiritual and material concerns.— 
Truth, uncorrupted and universal, as far as 
attainable, shall be its guiding principle, 
and all its efforts shall be for the good of 
Humanity. Its whole aim and object shall 
be, harmony of man with man, of man with 
Nature, and of all with God. 

Art 3. This Association shall be com- 
posed of all men and women who may 
unite with it for the promotion of the above 
objects, and who may become members by 
signing, or causing to be signed, their 
names to the Constitution. No distinction 
of sect, party, belief, or*unbelief, shall be 
regarded as tests of membership. . ò 


Lasor: Its History and Prospects. 
Robert Dale Owen. New York: Fow- 
lers & Wells. 1851. 12mo. 


A most able, timely, and highly impor- 
tant production. It should be put into the 
hands of rich and poor, throughout the 
country. One of the great problems of this 
age is, Whether labor shall lose, from one 
generation to another, one portion of its 
just and appropriate reward ? 


By 


F W. M. FznwaLD will discourse on 
the Law of Progress, next Sunday after- 
noon, at Washingtonian Hall, 21 Bromfield 
street. His discourses are attracting the 
lovers of Truth and Goodness, and give 
satisfaction to increasingly large audiences, 
from week to week. 


Our Trerms.—Persons who write to this 
office should first read our terms on the 
last page. 


ERRATA.—The compositor of this paper 
asks leave for inserting the following as it 
should have read in the last number: 

** My dog, the truest of his kind, 
With gratitude inflames my mind ; 
I mark his true and faithful way, 
And in my service copy Tray.” 

And in the editorial on the sixth page, sec- 
ond column, the word ‘“ philosopher” should 
read ‘philosophy of the upper spheres," &c. 


SY SESE 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


Detroit, Mich., Dec. 24, 1850. 


Mr. Sunderland,—I have read, with 
much interest, most of the first twenty 
numbers of the Spiritual Philosopher, and 
it was with great pleasure I noticed your 
assertion that your paper ‘was not to be 
sectarian. If I supposed your paper des- 
tined to become the organ of a sect, either 
of some other man’s starting or of your 
own, I should not trouble you with this 
communication, for I have long since 
learned that such a channel is not the 
proper one fora liberal and benevolent 
mind to make such suggestions as may 
be thought useful to humanity; for the 
editor’s faith is generally the standard by 
which all communications are to be meas- 
ured, and the moment an idea is advanced 
which is not in harmony with it, truth and 
justice are too frequently sacrificed to 
suppress the suposed heresy. 

The great ocean of truth lies before us, 
and some of us may have discovered peb- 
bles here, and others there; but let us 
not forget that man’s wisdom is but fool- 
ishness compared with God’s. Let us lay 
aside the pride of our own intelligence 
and come “as little children,” as we 
really are, and search for truth for the 
sake of living in accordance with it; and 
the “truth will make us free indeed,” 
and love and charity will become the bond 
of unison, and not a dead faith. We shall 
then be able to compare notes in the spirit 
of kindness, as the leading objects of our 
lives will be to benefit our fellow men, 
and not to make ourselves gods. “Prove 
all things, and hold fast that which is 


- 


good." All, even our religious doctrines, 
must be brought to the test of reason; 
and let us never hesitate, nor be ashamed 
to-day to acknowledge our error of yes- 
terday. : 

* Behold I make all things new," is a 
prediction which, I believe, is being ful- 
filled at this day; in other words, the 
dawn of a new dispensation of truth, in 
which all shall *see eye to eye," when 
there sha!l be but one God, and his name 
ONE, in all the earth. A glorious privi- 
lege itis; and may it be our pleasure to 
be instrumental in hastening on the meri- 
dian sun of peace and good will among 
men, which will flow from a universal 
brotherhood. 

Believing, as I most sincerely do, that 
the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg are 
infinitely better calculated to benefit the 
world than any other writings which have 
been penned within the last eighteen 
hundred years, I feel, that I cannot per- 
form a higher duty to your readers than 
to call their attention to them, and to give 
them some of my reasons for esteeming 
them so highly, hoping that they may be 
induced to read and judge for themselves. 

In the first place, I will give Sweden- 
borg’s own statement of his mission, taker , 
from a reply to a letter of inquiry from 
Rev. Thomas Hartley, dated London, 
1769. É 

* [ have been called to a holy office by 
the Lord himself, who most graciously 
manifested himself in person to me, his 
servant, in the year 1743; when he open- 
ed my sight to the view of the spiritual 
world, and granted me the privilege of 
conversing with spirits and angels, which 
I enjoy to this day. From that time I 
began to print and publish various arcana 
that have been seen by me, or revealed 
to me; as respecting heaven and hell, 
the state of man after death, the true wor- 
ship of God, the spiritual sense of the 
Word; with many other most important 
matters conducive to salvation and true 
wisdom.” 

To Dr. Oetingen he wrote in 1766: 

“I can sacredly and solemnly declare 
that the Lord himself has been seen of 
me, and that he has sent me to do what [ 
do, and for such purpose has opened and 
enlightened the interior part of my soul, 
which is my spirit, so that I can sce what 
is in the spiritual world, and those that 
are therein; and this privilege has now 
been continued to me for twenty-two 
years. But, in the present state of infi- 
delity, can the most solemn oath make . 
such a thing credible, or to be believed 
by any? Yet, such as have received 
true Christian light and understanding, 
will be convinced of the truth contained 
in my writings, which are particularly 
evident in the book of the Revelations 
Revealed. Who, indeed, has hitherto 
known anything of consideration of the 
spiritual sense of the Word of God, the 
spiritual world, or of heaven and hell; 
the nature of the life of man, and the 
state of souls after the decease of the 
body? Is it to be supposed, that these 
and other things of like consequence are 
to be eternally hidden from Christians ?" 

When asked, why from a philosopher 
he was chosen to this office, he replied: 

“To the end that the spiritual knowl- 
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edge, which is revealed at this day, might 
be reasonably learned, and. naturally un- 
derstood ; because spiritual truths answer 
unto natural ones, inasmuch as these or- 
iginate and flow from them, and serve as 
a foundation for the former. * * * 
was on this account, by the Lord, first 
introduced iuto tlie natural. sciences, and 
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thus prepared from the year 1710—1744 | 


when heaven was opened unto me. Every 
one is morally educated and spiritually 
regenerated by the Lord, by being led 
from what is natural to what is spiritual. 
Moreover, the Lord has given unto me a 
love of spiritual truth, that is to say, not 
with any view to honor or protit, but mere- 
ly for the sake of truth itself; for every 
one who loves truth, merely for the sake 
of truth, sees it from the Lord, the Lord 
being the “way and the truth.” (John 
xiv. 6.) But he who professes the love 
of truth for the sake of honor or gain, 
sees truth from his own self-hood, and to 
see from one's self, is to sec falsity." 

The more we read Swedenborg's writ- 
ings, the more liberal and charitable we 
shall become towards those who differ 
from us in religious belief, provided we 
do not read them from selfish motives, for 
if we do, we become sectarians. Swe- 
denborg declares, that men can be regen- 
erated from all religious doctrines, pro- 
vided they are sincere, and live according 
to them. 

I read the writings of Swedenborg, 
as I read those of A. J. Davis, LaRoy 
Sunderland, or of any other writer, for 
the sake of receiving that which I per- 
ceive to be true, retaining for farther 
proof and illustration when I have doubts, 
and rejecting that which I perceive to be 
false. The question is not whether Swe- 
denborg, or A. J. Davis teaches so and 
so, but the question is, whether what is 
taught is the truth; and Iam happy to 
find that neither of these writers require 
a blind reception of their doctrine or rev- 
elations, but encourage the use of our 
rational faculties, and Swedenborg re- 
peatedly calls upon us to bring the reve- 
lations which he has made, as well as his 
claim of being a medium through which 
God has revea'ed important truths to 
man, before this tribunal, and to judge 
for ourselves. 

Few of the readers of “The Spirit 
World,” who are satisfied that the “ rap- 
pings" are no humbug, will require evi- 
dence to satisfy them that it was possible 
for Swedenborg to have had open inter- 
course with the spiritual world; and few, 
who have read even extracts of his writ- 
ings, will be likely long to quest:on his 
having had such intercourse; and as my 
remarks are principally intended for 
those who will not deny the probability of 
his having had such communication, I 
shall, in the first place, bring forward a 
few reasons why l think the writings of 
Swedenborg are more worthy of the 
attention of those who are satisfied that 
the demonstrations which are witnessed, 
are from the spiritual world, than any 
other writings. . . 

Swedenborg was a man of superior 
natural abilities, according to the testi- 
mony of all who knew him. He was 
educated with great care, and devoted 
his hfe to philosophical studies, unti] he 
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was over fifty years of age. Asa philo- 
sophical writer, he has had few equals, 


| either as to the amount written, variety of | 


subjects dwelt upon, or importince and 
number of suggestions and discourses 
made, as is fully manifested by the fact, 
that even at this late day, mauy of his 
works, such as the Economy of the Ani- 
mil Kingdom,Principia,and Animal King- 
dom, are being translated, for the first time 
into English; and are found to contain 
the germs of most of the new discoveries 
made in these departments of knowledge 
within the last half century. That he 
was an upright and good man, even the 
strongest opposers of his writings, as far 
as I know, universally admit. Here, then, 
we have the unparalleled instance of a 
man, not in the enthusiasm of youth, but 
at the mature age of 53 years standing 
among the first inthe philosophical world, 
with a reputation unsullied, high in office 
in his native country, with proffered pro- 
motion, giving up all, and proclaiming to 
the world that he was called by the Lord 
to the important office of revealing new 
truths of vast moment, to his fellow man; 
and declaring that the eye of his spirit had 
been opened, so that he could see and 
converse with the inhabitants of the spir- 
itual world, with the same freedom that 
he did with them in the natural world; 
and that he was permitted to visit or see 
the various societies of heaven and hell, 
and the world of spirits, and to hold re- 
peated conversations with their inhabit- 
ants, for the purpose of revealing to the 
world the state of man after death, and 
that the above privileges were continued 
to him for the space of 27 years ; when he 
well knew that such statements would 
draw upon him the ridicule of philoso- 
phers, and lead him to be regarded as a 
mystic and insane man for generations to 
come, by the great mass of men. 

To say nothing, at present, of his hav- 
ing been a medium of the Lord, if we 
will bear in mind that he saw and heard 
in the spiritual world, not in a state of 
sleep, nor in a state of magnetic or som- 
nambulic trance in which he was not 
cognizant of what was transpiring in the 
natural world, forgetting, when he re- 
turned to the natural state, what trans- 
pired during the trance, which is usually 
the case, but was in a.state of perfect 
wakefulness, and knew and recollected 
what was transpiring in both worlds at 
the same time, and had the perfect use 
of his rational faculties, and therefore 
able to judge understandingly of what- 
ever he saw or heard, by the aid of his 
cultivated and analytic mind, I say when 
we bear all these circumstances in mind 
and the duration of his spiritual vision, 
and still further, that his state was not 
caused by the influence of any other per- 
son, it will be seen how much greater are 
his pretensions, and superier his claims to 
our consideration, than those of any other 
writer. 

If his claims are admitted, and his testi- 
mony is valuable in proportion to the su- 
perior advantages he possesses for judg- 


ing of what he saw in the spiritual world, | 


as we have a right to inter, how much 
more reliable should his relations of that 
world be than those derived from any 
other source. After carefully reading 
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whatever I have been able to procure 
upon the subject, from other sources, | 
most eirnestly give it as my opinion, thart 
if we wish to obtiin satisfactory ideas of 
the spiritual world, of the laws of that 
world, and of influx into the natural 
world, so as to enable us to avoid the 
dangers resulting from open intercourss 
with the spirit world, and the rmaltiplied 
deceptions which will be practiced Upon 
us from that world, nowhere else can we 
derive such information but from the 
writings of Swedenborg ; and these will 
be found to underlie all the demonstra- 
tions, as well as revelations, we are now 
having from the world of spirits, as well 
as the phenomena of Mesmerism. 

It appears to me that spiritual commn- 
Nications are permitted, at this day, to 
satisfy inquiring minds that men live after 
the death of the body, and to direct them 
to Swedenborg’s revelation. But there 
is evidence of their truth, far higher than 
this external evidence, to those who ex- 
amine them, within them. The most 
positive evidence, to my mind, of their 
truth, I found in reading his Revelations 
Revealed; and this work, at the same 
time, removed every lingering doubt of 
the Lord's having make special revela- 
tions to men, and enabled me to see, phi- 
losophically, that God's word and his 
works are always in harmony when un- 
folded in accordance with the great law 
of correspondences; that the Lord’s ex- 
ternal garments, or the literal sense of 
his word, alone can be divided among sec- 
tarians, but that his vesture or spiritual 
sense of his word is woven without seam 
from top to bottom. 

As [ read, in the Spiritual Philospher, 
the articles from the Chronotype, my heart 
ached to place the Apocalypse revealed 
in the hands of its editor, and to receive 
an assurance from him that he weuld 
give it such a reading as it deserves, 
with a sincere desire that * The Spirit 
World” may be a medium of truth to 
many, and tend to lead the attention of 
the thoughtless to the impoitance of spir- 
itual subjects, I am, most respectfully, 

Joay Erris, M. D. 


Worcester, Mass., Jan. lst, 1851. 

Dear Sir,—Since my visit at your 
your house, on the 3d, I have been most 
highly favored by the angels! After 
arriving at my residence, in Worcester, 
on the evening of the 3d, my heart did 
leap for^joy which I experienced from 
the audible responses from my guardian 
spirits. While at your house, they prom- 
ised me responses at my house, and now 
I am happy to inform you, that the prom- 
ise was promptly fulfilled : As I was 
receiving communications from a depart- 
ed friend I was interrupted by a strain of 
the most heavenly music that ever greet- 
ed my ear, the influence of which sent a 
mellow, tranquilizing light into my spirit, 
and, as the increasing melody of this 
heavenly visitant filled my rejoicing 
spirit, there came to my view a vision of 
he higher spheres—the dwelling place 
of spirits. O, could mortal man obtain 
language adequate to desenbe those 
infinite labyrinths, then might erring bu- 
manity read and learn of their higher des- 
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Tre SPIRIT WORLD; 
tinies! Around m&yrinds of spirits 
moved in harmony mb rar here 
were the mighty and lofty spirits. past 


ages, mingling, as into one, and fullfilins 
their higher destinies by searching out 
the deep mysteries of love and wisdom. 
Increasing light still opened to my view, 
higher and still higher spheres, until 
was lost in my weakness ; and. had not 
my guardian spirits held me up, I should 
no longer have been a resident in this 
sphere of time. , 1 
But now have I received the baptism 
of life,—not from mortal hands, but from 
angels, who are waiting in myriad choirs, 
to give this same baptisin to all who will 
dispense with discord, and come up to 
the fount of purity. This is the blessing 
which comes from our guardian spirits ; 
and will be extended to all who will 
come and partake of this life-giving prin- 
ciple. This is the day, and this the hour, 
when we may expect to see the'com- 
mencement of that “new era” of a. nà- 
tion’s birth from discord to harmony, even 
in a day. Then could all behold the 
higher spheres of life and love, and re- 
jo:ce that the Author and Creator of all 
things is infinite in His love, Quum and 
wisdom. B. F. Coo.ey. 


Oswego City, Dec. 24, 1850. 

Brother Sunderland,——I am much in- 
debted to you for the Spiritual Philoso- 
pher, and shall do all I can to extend its 
circulation. I have been, for some seven 
years, a firm believer in Pathetism.. [ say 
a "believer ;" the term is not correct. 
know it to be a Law in the nature and 
fitness of things. 

On a short tour last week, I stopped 
at New Haven, Oswego Co. I called 
upon an intimate friend, and found him 
confined to his room from a disease of the 
liver. Ue wished me to pathetise him. I 
did so, and was with him three days, 27th, 

-Bth and 29th of December, one boot sit- 
ting each day, and the result was most 
blessed. He declared himself wholly 
free from pain, and I also had strong 
evidence that there was a perfect cure 
effected. 
Yours, respectfully, 
J. W. CUNNINGHAM. 


Athol Depot, Mass., Jan. lst, 1851. 


Dear Sir,—I cannot well resist the 
temptation to inform you somewhat in 
relation to the spiritual manifestations 
we are having at our house, and at other 
laces where we go for the purpose. 
Vere I to undertake to describe my emo- 
tions when meditating on. those beautiful 
messages, spelled out by the spirits of the 
departed, I shculd utterly fail in the at- 
teinpt ; and to attempt to give any explan- 
ation to you, who are better acquainted 
with similar manifestations than myself, 
would again be useless, So, I must 
leave it for you to judge for yourself. I 
should be glad, however, to give you 
some farther account if I could mako it 
interesting ; for fear I should not, I will 
not attempt it at present, 

Yours affectionately, 
S. F. Cuenry. 


UNITY. 


ATTRACTION, HARMONY, HEAVEN, 


accom SOCIETY. 

Society 8e. bo constituted like the 
world's surface, affording equal blessings 
toall; instead of which Y isa nat of 
fortune's wheel, on which every Mw 
strives to elevate himself by lowering his 
neighbor, and the lowest are crushed in 
supporong the dignity of the rest. 

n the present state of society, wealth 
and honors are hereditary, and depend 
upon a man’s birth, and but little on his 
merit; thus mischievously destroying all 
incentives to virtue and industry. ‘This, 
indeed, is the true levelling system, for 
this puts vice and virtue, ignorance. and 
knowledge, on a perfect equality. 

In the present state of society, there is 
in Great Britain sufficient land to support 
two hundred millions of. people, and yet 
a considerable part of the population is 
at a loss for food. 

In the present state of society, there is 
in Great Britain vast hoards of treasure, 
and of the comforts and necessaries of 
hfe, waiting for a sale, or lying totally 
useless, and yet but few of the population 
have proper comforts and necessaries 
around them. 

In the present state of society there is 
an immensity of misery, loss of life, and 
waste of wealth, which might be easily 
avoided by rational and scientific ar- 
rangements; namely, by fires on land, 
by wrecks at sea, and international war- 
fare. 

Ih the present state of society, it is but 
half the population who produce the ne- 
cessaries and clegancies of life, the rest 
being uselessly employed, mischievously 
employed, or totally idle; yet the income 
of the useless half' is three times as great 
as that of the industrious half. 

In the present state of society, the 
mass of the people live in a very narrow 
world, for it is not much larger to them 
than their workshops. The rest of the 
world is little or nothing to them, except 
what they can buy with their money out 
of it. a 

In the present state of society, every 
man who places himself in the market as 
a laborer to be hired, comes in competi- 
tion with every other man in the same 
situation, and this competition has a ten- 
dency to lower wages, and, of course, to 
encroach upon the comforts and neces- 
saries of his existence, 

In the present state of society, plenty 
and affluence give their possessors the 
means of luxury and oppression; the 
more they have, the more they have it in 

their power to obtain, and the more they 
have it in their power to prevent those 
who possess less wealth to gain equal 
profits. ` 

In the present state of society, tho 
greater part of the population is crowded 
in masses in unhealthy towns, leaving a 
fair country dull and solitary. We are 
heaped and huddled together with nothing 
but a little carpentry or masonry be- 
tween, crammed in lke salt fish in a 
barrel, or weltering like an Egyptian 
pitcher of tamed vipers, each striving to 
get its head above the rest. 


In the pressot state of society, the 
most delightful of blessings, a family of 
children, is turned into a source of sor- 
row and anxiety to the parents, The 
larger it is, the poorer they must be, and 
the more miserably they must live. 
Under the present system, each indi- 
vidual is lett to himself—a straggler in 
>ssiety, a being whose movements are 
Down to Mimself alone, and whose con- 


duct is only watusi and questioned by 
the ministers of justice, vian it seems 


likely to be productive of mischief to 
others. As long as he does no harm 

is his own master, and. responsible to no 
one. In fine, one of the most striking 
features of this present system of society 
is non-responsibility, or freedom of action. 

We are never taught, either by educa- 
tion or by the laws and practices of the 
country, to consider ourselves as scrvants 
of the public. Our whole business in 
lite is to accumulate individual property, 
and to promote individual interest. No 
account is taken of our proceedings; no 
general register is taken of our names, 
our dwellings, and modes of occupation ; 
no public use is made of our talents ; no 
concerted plan of action is pursued by 
which the whole mass of public mind 
may be concentrated upon the main point 
to which society should ever direct its 
attention—universal good, 

In one seuse this is liberty, inasmuch 
as no one controls our movements, pro- 
vided we do not injure their persons or 
property ; but in another sense it is slav- 
ery, inasmuch as we become the slaves 
of one another, Every man we meet is 
a tyrant, for he has always something 
collected around him, either land or mov- 
able property, which it is illegal for us to 
touch or appropriate, and thus we live in 
a land of tyrants, where every man is 
both master and slave to his neighbor. 

In the present state of society, no man 
in England is working for himsel{—the 
great mass of the nation is laboring not 
oniy for the accommodation, but literally 
for the pecuniary benefit of the aristocra- 
cy aud idle gentry; the farmer is selling 
on commission for the landowners; the 
laborer toiling to buy dear bread with 
low wages, that the farmer, by paying 
him as little as possible, and getting as 
much as possible for his grain, may be 
enabled to pay as high rent as possible 
to the landowners, While the manufac- 
turer is striving hard that he may pay 
double for first necessaries—still for the 
benefit of the landowner—and one and 
all are rowing against the stream to pay 
exorbitant taxes for the purpose of mak- 
ing provisions for the younger sons and 
brothers of the same landowners, and 
discharging the interest of a national 
debt which was incurred by their corrupt 
practices. 

In the present system, the greatest ne- 
cessery of life—bread—is unjustly mo- 
nopolized by the aristocracy and clergy, 
the land owners and tithe owners. Let 
us suppose an elderly couple possessed 
of a small garden, and having a family of 
children uble to earn wages at various 
trades, yet completely under the control 
of their parents; suppose these parents 
forbid their cluldren the use of any other 


food than the produce of the said small 


St n 


eir wages for that produce twice or 
three times the price such food could be 
procured for in the common market, and 
that in consequence of this cruel restric- 
tion, the children are obliged to work 
nearly night and day, and that still all 
the wages they could earn would not buy 
half enough of such dear food, and that. 
therefore they were doubly woe aud 
but half fed; while-e«cr* parents, by 
obliging the» buy the vegetables of 
the said garden, at the said exorbitant 
piices, got possession of all their wages 
—without doing any work themselves, 
they were enabled to purchase the most 
wanton superfluities in luxuries of food 
and fineries of clothing, and ostentation 
of equipage for their own special use, 
which they never shared with their child- 
ren, except they perchance gave to one 
who fell sick from hardships and want of 
food, some remnant of a meal; calling 
the action charity, and laying claim to 
the character of benevolence for its per- 
formance. Or perhaps permitted another 
to spend the precious hour due to rest 
and recreation in the creation of some 
superfluous toy, and then bought it of 
them with a part of the money they had 
wronged them of in the price of their 
food, declaring they did not want the toy, 


and only bought it for charity! What 
should we think of such parents? Yet 


are not those who have possession of the 
authority and of the land, and who keep 
up corn laws and other restrictions on 
the importation of food, that they may be 
able to exact higher rents than could 
-else be paid, and live in a more splendid 
style than they could else afford, just 
such parents to the industrious classes as 
have been here described ? 

Our government is like a bad school- 
master, who cares more to flog than to 
teach his scholars. What should we 
think of a physician to whom some prince 
had committed the care of the hcalth of 
his subjects, who, instead of recom- 
mending cleanliness, temperance, and ex- 
ercise, and using every means in his pow- 
er to prevent the existence of disease, 
instead of watching the approaches of 
distemper, and administering in good 
time the necessary remedy, should en- 
courage the objects of his care in ev- 
ery species of excess, and pay no atten- 
tion whatever to the causes or progress 
of indisposition, but when the patients 
became absolutely incurable, should or- 
der their heads to be taken off by an at- 
tendant? Such is the conduct of mod- 
ern legislators; they never attempt to 
form the mind, to implant the seeds of 
honor, patriotism, friendship, heroism, to 
awaken in the breast a love of glory, and 
stir up the sparks of noble philanthropy. 
No—they permit every species of vice 
to flourish until it has taken such deep 
root that it cannot be extirpated. What 
then? the legislators should assemble 
and make a law against this productive 
vice, and in obedience to this law, the 
sword of justice is sent forth to destroy 
those members of the community who 
are most deeply infected with the pre- 
vailing distemper—a distemper, which, 
if the government had done its duty, 
would never have existed. 


garden, and to make them pay out of 


em a a a E ee a ee aes Gl le UO DEDIT 
THE 


SPIRIT WORLD 


IIow much among us may be likened 
to a whited sepulchre, outwardly all 
pomp and strength, but inwardly full of 
horror and despair and dead men's bones! 
Iron highways, with their wains “5 

i 3 iti w ur the land. 
winged, are. uniting all gare ALIE 
Quays, besides, wit! their innumera , 


stately cts, tame the ocean into a pli- 
ant bearer of burdens, — Labor's thousand 
arms of sinew and of metal, all conquer- 
ing everywhere, from the tops of the 
mountaiu to the depths of the mine and the 
caverns of the sea, ply unceasingly for the 
service of man, Yet. man remains wn- 
served.: lle has subdued this planet, his 
habitation and inheritance, yet reaps no 
profit from the victory. Sad to look up- 
on in the highest state of civilization, 
nine tenths of mankind straggle in the 
battle of savage man—the batile against 
famine ! 

Machinery should reasonably abridge 
bodily toil, and leave leisure for intellec- 
tual and moral improvement with its con- 
comitant enjoyment; but machinery has 
been used only to overlabor workmen 
and to overstock markets; prices full 
ruinously low ; the luborers lately over- 
worked are thrown idle, and left to starve 
or be supported on charity. What are 
called better times return, the glut is re- 
moved, work is abundant, avarice again 
outdoes, and again the market is glutted, 
and the laborers are again thrown into 
idleness, starvation, and misery. ‘The 
Creator intended man to labor a reasona- 
ble portion of his time; but when man 
infringes this law by abuse, he defeats 
his own end; he is thrown idle longer 
than all the time put together which in 
each day would have given him salutary 
leisure. 

It is in vain to imagine that the work- 
ing classes, as they become educated, 
will contentedly endure the privation and 
misery which grow out of the present 
system of things. If their rulers take no 
ellective steps to improve it, they will 
work out the cure in ways of their own; 
they will do it progressively, but with an 
energy that laws cannot copo with.— 
There is no constituted authority of the 
few that can put down the combination 
of the million linked together by a unity 
of thought and action, and bent upon res- 
cuing themselves from oppression and 
debasement. As to machinery, consid- 
ered in tho abstract, its use and impor- 
tance cannot be too strongly insisted 
upon. But the productive power of ma- 
chinery, in the present state of things, 
may and will go on increasing, till at last 
man becomes an unproductive power. 
The nearer we approach to this state, the 
more strongly will the working classos 
be drawn to seek a better method of sub- 
sistence. ant will regard the present 
system of social order as quite unsuitable 
to the change which time Tina wrought in 
the condition of society. 'They will not 

consent to live under a system in which 
the. provident regulations of Nuture uro 
repeuled, which tells them that their lu- 
bor is not wanted; that the carth’s pro- 
duce is already appropriated to the fow 
who possess weulth; that no more labor- 
ers ure required than to procure for those 
few the comforts and clegancics of life, 
and that to starve is tho punishmeut just- 


insult to its great Creator, 
Nature, considered in their relation to 
tho human species, have in view only ono 
common end, their preservation and their 
happiness. 


ly due to all othov- ror their intrusion, 
They know fh-* pp make the law of croa- 
tion ghe le with the sufferings of an 
aped peasantry and operatives, is an 
Tho laws of 
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